From:

Sent: 22 June 2018 0827

To: Robert Fairweather <bobfairveather@opow.org>

Cc: Aamir Shouket <aamir.shouketi@opow org>; [@opcw.org > -

< s,
Subject Grave concem about the redacted” Douma report

Dear Bob,

I wish to express. as a member of the FFM team that conducted the investigation into the aleged
chemical attack n Douma on 7 Apri, my gravest concem at the redacted version of the FFM report
which | understand was at the behest of the ODG. After reading this modfied report which
incidentally no other team member who deployed into Douma has had the opportunity fo do, | was
struck by how much & misrepresents the facts Many of the facts and observations outined in the full
version are inexfricably interconnected and, by sdectively omitting certain ones, an unintended bias
has been introduced into the report, undermining its credbility. In other cases, some crucial facts
that have remained n the redacted version have morphed into something guite different to what was
originaly drafted Ifl may, | wil outline some specific aspects to the redacted report that are
particulary womsome

The statement m paragraph 8.3 in the final conciusions “The team has sufficient evidence at
thiz time to determine that chloring or another reactive chiorine-containing chemical was Bely
reéeased from cylinders” is highty misleading and not supported by the facis The ony evidence
avalabe at this moment i that s:ome samples collected at Locations 2 and 4 were in contact with

one or more chemicals that contain & reactwe chionine atom Such chemicas coud  include molecular
chlorine phosgens, cyanogen chionde. hydrochlonc  ecd  hydrogen  chionde  or sodiem  hypochlorts
{the major mgredent of househod chlonne-besed bieach] Purposely snging out chionme gas as
ona of the possibities = disngenuous W = also worth notng  that the term “reactve  chionne-
containing chemical® wsed in the redacted report & in fact imaccurate It sciueally describes a reactive
chemical that comtans chlorine which dzelf (the chlorinel = not necessarly reactve e.g chiorophencol
The orginal report uses the more accurste term "3 chemicd containing  reactive chioring”.

The redacted report states that the ges was ikely released from the cynders (in Locatons 2
and 4) The original report purposely emphasised the fact that althowgh the cylinders might hawe
been the sources of the suspected chemical melease, there was insufficient ewvidence to affirm this It &
possible the emor was simply & typo This & 8 major dewviation from the origingd report

Paragraph 82 states that "hasad on the high levels of various chiorinated organc denvatves
[..] detected m enwironmental sampes® Describing the levels a5 "high™ Bkely overstates the extent of
eves of chlonnated organic demvatves detected They were, n most cases present only n pars per
bilicn range a5 kow & 1-2 ppb, which & essentially brace quantities.

The original report discusses n detsd the incomsistency between the vicktms® symploms as
reported by witnesses and seen in wvideo recordimgs Omitting this secton of the report (ncludng the
Epidemiciogy  which has been remowved in its entrety} has & semous negative impact on the report as
this secton i inextricably linked to the chemcal agemt identfied. It etther supports or detracts from
the confidence n the dentity of any possibe chemical. In the case the confidence in the identity of
chiorine or any cho king agent & drawem into question precissely becsuse of the inconsistency wih the
reported and observed symptoms. The inconsistency was not only noted by the FFM feam bt
strongly supported by three towicoogists with expertiss n edposures to CW agents

The onginal report has extensive sections regarding the placement of the cofinders &t both
iocatons as well & the relative damage caused fo the impact points compered to that cauwsed fo the
cylindars suspected of being the sources of the towc chemical These secfons are essenfially aboent
from the redacied report. This mformalion was important in assessng  the Belihood of the 'presence’
of toxic chemicak wversus the ‘use’ of tokic chemices.

A feature of this invesfigation and report was the mobust and ecbensive scentfic bass for
samping plans and analysing the data collected A comprehensive bibliography of peer-reviewsd
scentific  iterature was attached fo support amd enhamce the ocedibity of the work of the mission
The has unfortunately been omilted from the redacted repor
By singling ouwt chiorine above other equally plasusibe substances contsning reactive chionrme  and
presenting it as 3 facl in isclation creates | besewe, a lewel of partiality that would negatively impact
on the perceived credibiity of the report and by sxtension that of the Organisation I am requesting
that the fact-findng report be released n its enfirety as | fear that this redacted wersion no longer
reflacts the work of the team The original report contsins facts and observatons that are all equally
wabhd The fact that mconsistencies  are highlighted or observations not fully understocod does nof
justify their omission. The mnconsistencies emd observations are based on the evidence and data
coflected Further informafon n the future may help resolved them but the facks as they stend at
present wil mof aler and need to be reported.

If the redacted werson & fo be meleased, | respectfully requesi to atisch my differing observabons 0
accordance with the eprit of paragrsph 62 of Part Il of the Verficaton Amnex of the CWC

Yours incerely

Organ=ation for the Prohibition of Chemical Wespon: Johan de Wittsan 312 2517 JR The Hague
Metherlands
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